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· Anekant is a new political philosophy with ancient spiritual roots. It derives from the teachings of the Jains in India, but is relevant to all cultures and all times, especially our present interconnected yet dangerously divided world. 

Anekant literally means ‘Many-Sidedness’. It recognises that there are an infinite variety of paths towards the same truth and so the search for truth must be undertaken with humility. All beings - including humans - are on the same journey. Those who are certain that they have grasped the truth are likely to be the furthest from it. 

Many-Sided Wisdom teaches us that human supremacy is a delusion - leading to ecological destruction, the oppression of other species and exploitation of human by human. Practising Many-Sidedness is about realising that ‘society’ means more than just humans, because it embraces all forms of life. We should learn to co-operate instead of competing with each other – and work with nature rather than pointlessly attempting to ‘conquer’ it.

Anekant empowers us to break our attachment to domination and force. 

  

·   Aidan Rankin was born in 1966 in Melbourne, Australia, but returned to the UK with his parents in 1972. He spent his childhood in Hampshire and North London (where he served five years imprisonment at boarding school). He has an MA in Modern History from Oxford University and a PhD in Political Science from the London School of Economics. The latter took him to South America, where he was based on Montevideo studied the transition to democracy in Uruguay, with some comparative material from Argentina, Chile and Brazil. He has since worked as press officer for Survival International, the NGO that campaigns for indigenous peoples, lectured and run a research programme at the LSE and worked as News Editor for Jain Spirit. 

Aidan has contributed articles and reviews to numerous publications, including The Guardian, The Times Literary Supplement, The Times, The New Statesman, Spectator, The Independent, The Daily Telegraph, New Vision, Insight (Journal of the Theosophical Society) and Next Future (Sri Aurobindo Society). He is the winner of the Literati Award for Excellence for contributions to the European Business Review. Aidan is a trained stress management consultant and is on the National Council of the Theosophical Society.

Aidan became interested in spiritual issues because he realised that the social sciences, political science in particular, only scratched the surface of the human predicament and that a more rounded approach was needed. His most recent book, Healing Wisdom from India, brings the spiritual and political worlds together and transcends traditional boundaries within both. 

Aidan lives in Yorkshire, having emigrated from the South. He enjoys walking in the Dales and on the Lancashire coast. 

  

·   ENDORSEMENTS

· Endorsements:

Rankin holds up to the light a Many-Sided spiritual jewel, but also shows us that Anekant can provide a practical guide for living in the modern world 

Paul De Leeuw, MA Kannushi (Shinto Master) and Director, Japanese-Dutch Shinzen Foundation, Amsterdam 

An exceptional book – timely and lucidly written. A unique and wise philosophy of healing for an age of intolerance. 

Dr Atul K. Shah CEO Diverse Ethics (www.diverseethics.com), author of Celebrating Diversity 

In this profound and exquisite exploration of Anekant, Aidan Rankin provides a powerful antidote for our modern troubled times. He articulates afresh a wise and ancient Jain philosophy, which if truly understood in the west could create new eco-centric and non-violent forms of politics, economics and spirituality. This book is essential reading for everyone who cares about contributing to a better world. 

Rev. Lynne Sedgmore Interfaith Minister, Chief Executive 157 Group, British Government Advisor on Community Cohesion, Innovation and Leadership 

Aidan Rankin presents the philosophy of Jainism with clarity, insight and relevance to our current global crisis. In so doing he connects us with a spiritual view of pluralism that is as multifaceted as life itself, through which we can bring the cosmic existence into our minds and hearts to widen our vision and let go of all biases. His book is a healing balm for all of us in the world today caught in conflict, duality and polarization. He shows that there is a way we can resolve all our problems, not by asserting one point of view, but by honoring that wisdom which is not limited or circumscribed by any perspective. 

Dr David Frawley (Pandit Vamadeva Shastri) Director, American Institute of Vedic Studies and author of Gods, Sages and Kings 

The book offers a resonant initiation into a holistic way of thinking which helps 

